
Easter Sunday (C) 
 

 

 

The lighting of the new Easter fire is a powerful moment in the liturgical flow of the Sacred 

Triduum.  We gather each year on the night before Easter morning for the Easter Vigil, and the 

liturgy begins with the lighting of the Easter fire.  Lighting the Easter fire this year was 

especially poignant for me.  All week we have been bombarded with images of the Gothic 

beauty and grandeur of Notre Dame of Paris-- a 800-year-old medieval Cathedral with 

spectacular stained-glass windows and flying buttresses that soared toward heaven lifting the 

human spirit for centuries.  Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote, “Mankind was never so happily 

inspired as when it made a Cathedral.” Yet, it seemed as we watched Notre Dame burn it was 

one of our sadder moments.  After the spire and ancient roof came crashing down, silence and 

sorrow seemed the only thing anyone could manage. As we remembered on Good Friday, I’m 

sure the same kind of silence and sorrow enveloped Mary and the few disciples who were there 

at the foot of the cross when Jesus died. 

 

Death and destruction—these are usually times of sadness and darkness for us.  Today, in a 

world that builds temples to greed and monuments to materialism-- in an age in which ego is 

trumpeted and poverty is growing all around us-- at a time in which our country struggles with 

an opioid epidemic and our world has a seemingly callous disregard for our environment-- the 

darkness, global or personal, can be overwhelming!  At the Easter Vigil, we gather aware of the 

darkness in our world and we light a fire—a source of light.  As Christians we proclaim to the 

whole world that darkness and destruction and death do not have the last word, and we sing of 

the “Light of Christ”. 

  

The gospel is not just speaking about the time of day when we hear that the women came to the 

tomb just before daybreak or while it was still dark.”  This reference is reminding us of the 

darkness and death that is an unavoidable part of our human journey.  Those first disciples of 

Jesus were in the dark, their lives devastated.  Their leader, their friend, and their master had 

been crucified as a criminal.  All of their hopes and dreams were destroyed.  What were they to 

do, and where were they to go? 
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We ourselves have been living through a time of darkness in the Church.  I never imagined, 

when I was ordained forty years ago, that I would be ministering in such a challenging 

environment, nor could I have imagined the extent of the particular problems that created such 

darkness and pain for individuals, and such bewilderment and struggle for our faith community 

as a whole.  While Notre Dame Cathedral was seen burning down this week, many members of 

the wider Church community have seen their faith go up in flames as they burned with anger, 

and disappointment, and despair concerning the abuse crisis. 

 

But in the gospel reading, in the midst of darkness, amongst the fears and the disappointment of 

the disciples who go to the tomb, a word of hope is whispered.  They do not find the body of the 

Lord Jesus, and then (in another gospel) an angel tells them, “There is no need for you to be 

afraid. He is not here-- he has been raised!”  Here is the light that extinguishes darkness, the 

hope that conquers fear, the love that destroys hatred!  Here is the beginning of the proclamation 

that the Risen Christ will raise all of humanity to life eternal. 

 

French President Macron has expressed a wish that Notre Dame Cathedral be reconstructed in 

five years.  Many find this to be an ambitious timetable—but he is expressing hope for the 

future.  So many decisions have to be made concerning how to rebuild this historic building.  

This Easter, I would like to express the same kind of hope for the future of the whole Church.  

When you look at history, you see clearly that the Catholic Church is full of saints and sinners, 

and the Church has affected history and culture for good and for bad.  There are things in our 

past and our present that Catholics can be wildly proud of, and things that we should be ashamed 

of.  But just like Notre Dame Cathedral, the questions for this community of faith now is: how 

should we rebuild? 

 

As a priest, I will admit my own frustration with the institution, and have contemplated if I even 

want to be part of this rebuilding effort.  But I have learned through experience the importance of 

faith in human existence, and I see so clearly the negative effects that a lack of faith has on our 

society and on individual’s lives, when people do not have a sense of purpose or meaning and do 

not have a sense of community nor a sense of hope. And so for me, not only is it worth 
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rebuilding Notre Dame Cathedral… it is worth rebuilding the Church as a whole—because I find 

that sense of purpose and community and hope among the People of God.  In the end, I have to 

decide if I want to be part of that rebuilding effort…and you have to decide if you want to be part 

of that rebuilding effort. 

 

Do you believe in a God who calls us “beloved”-- a God who is more loving and compassionate 

than any mother or father we could possibly imagine?  Do you believe that Jesus Christ has 

conquered darkness and death-- that we have nothing to fear?  Do you believe that the Spirit of 

God, the spirit of joy and peace and forgiveness is our constant companion, guiding and 

strengthening us?  These are the beliefs that we will be asked to affirm in a few moments when 

we renew our baptismal promises.  (These are the beliefs that those who are baptized this 

evening will affirm in public for the first time.) 

 

The Feast of the Resurrection calls us to see the events of our lives with a different vision than 

our culture offers.  It is not the tragedies and the evils of the world that win out, as evidenced by 

so many people trapped in despair and hopelessness.  Rather it is God who wins out—the God of 

Resurrection and new life.  The God who wins out is found in love and compassion and justice 

and forgiveness.  The God who wins out is found in the hearts and minds of those women and 

men who open themselves each day to the presence of the Holy Spirit.  God has raised up his 

crucified Son, who walks among us in all that is good and right and just… transforming darkness 

into light, despair into hope, and death into life.   

 

Do you believe? 

  


